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Activities implemented for drawing Romani adolescents into the educational space, and fully engaging them in the civic life

Following activities are carried out in order to draw Romani adolescents into the educational space and fully engage them in the civic life: through regular communication with their families, the needs of Romani adolescents are determined, and their problems are addressed; the Romani adolescents are registered, databases are updated; they are enrolled in various events and programs (clubs, community work) for purposes of socialization; through meetings with the parents of the Romani adolescents, generating their trust towards the educational system and raising their awareness on the importance of receiving education. 
· One Romani adolescent residing in Batumi was enrolled in the “Social Inclusion Support Sub-program” in 2016. The adolescent’s student status suspended in the 4th grade was reinstated, he graduated the basic level of school and was admitted to the professional college “Blacksea” through an alternative exam. Upon graduation from the college, he was able to pass exams for the third stage of schooling and currently holds the General Education Certificate; 
· Since 2014 Romani children from the primary (8-11 years) and secondary (11-15 years) grades have been enrolled in informal education through “Social Inclusion” programme at the LEPL Kobuleti Public School No5 in order to foster Romani adolescents’ socialization with their peers. The reading (12 Romani and 8 local pupils), dancing (8 Romani and 7 local pupils), and drama (7 Romani and 8 local pupils) clubs operate at the school. The activities have contributed to improved knowledge of the state language among Romani adolescents, which has had a positive impact on their academic records; 
· During 2017-2019 the so-called “invisible” Romani adolescents were drawn into the formal educational system through informal education; they were assessed by the multidisciplinary team, and enrolled at the basic level of education, where they were taught in accordance with the individual plans developed specifically for them; 
· For the purpose of supporting better knowledge of the state language, 2 Romani adolescents enrolled at the Public School of the village Gamarjveba of Gardabani municipality got funding to attend the reading club in 2018. 
· The events carried out on 8 April 2017 at the Tbilisi Kindergarten N109 within the framework of the “Social Inclusion Support Sub-program”, in cooperation with the Tbilisi Kindergarten Management Agency, promoted the engagement of ethnic minorities – the Romani children in the educational process, creation of favorable environment at the educational/ child care institutions, and substitution of stereotypical attitudes towards the Romani with the positive ones. Following the event, Romani parents expressed their desire to have their children admitted to the Public Kindergarten N109. The four Romani children who were enrolled in the Public Kindergarten N109 in 2017, currently study at Dedoplistskaro Public School. 

Activities carried out with the Romani children for the purpose of preserving the culture of the ethnic minorities:
· In 2016-2019 the conference was held, where based on the submitted materials a conference presentation about the history, life-style and the culture of Roma community and Meskhetians residing in Georgia was developed through cooperation of Roma,  repatriated Meskhetian adolescents, and the volunteers (10 - on Romani, 30 – on Meskhetians);  School magazines were issued based on the conference materials;  In 2019 conference materials on the topics such as the Romani traditions were prepared by the Romani and the volunteers; 
· Special events have been dedicated to the International Roma Day within the project, including the exhibitions, where the objects characteristic to the life-style of Roma community and the Meskhetians created by volunteers and the beneficiaries (Roma people, Meskhetians) were exhibited. At present, online crafting classes are delivered at the boarding schools, at which local peers (about 100 students) make special objects characteristic to the Roma and the Meskhetian communities in order to learn their culture;
· In 2017-2019 the sub-program beneficiaries were offered a training opportunity by the public schools in Zugdidi and Poti through a call for proposals, within which the Romani children and their peers living in the different regions of Georgia had an opportunity to exchange the information regarding the culture and life of the Roma community. 
